
helped our people from generation to generation and will 
continue to do so for generations to come. 

In today's rapidly changing world, we need to seek com­
fort and tranquility in the stability of Tradition. Many people 
utilize Tradition only in times of great sorrow and duress. 
Fortunately, we have these customs to help to guide us dur­
ing these difficult periods in our lives. We must again thank 
and praise God for supporting us and for granting us life, thus 
embracing the precious words of the Kaddish. 
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III. 

COMMENTINGI LEADING AND 

MEDITATING ON THE KADDISH 

Linear Translation and Commentary 
on the Mourner's Kaddish 

By Rabbi Daniel Nevins 

INTRODUCTION 

Genre 

There are three major genres of Jewish prayer: praise 
(h J. �), petition (,1�pJ.), and thanksgiving (,1N11,1). The lat­
ter two genres relate to the needs and experiences of people, 
whereas the first focuses on the sanctity of God. Praise­
prayers seek to transport the person beyond his or her own 
needs, and as such, are the purest liturgical form. 

The rabbis classed several praise-prayers in a special cat­
egory called "matters of sanctity" (,1�npJ.� D'>iJ.1). These 
liturgical selections include the call to prayer (DiJ.), the sec­
tion of the reader's Amidah called "Kedushah" (,1�11p), and 
the Kaddish (�'>1jJ). All of these prayers require a minyan, a 
quorum of ten Jews who constitute a miniature version of 
Israel. While individual meditation is a praiseworthy and even 
necessary element of a spiritual life, Judaism instructs us that 
the Creator's praise is most impactful when announced in 
public. This requirement has sustained many a synagogue, as 
Jews learn to seek one another out in their goal of spiritual 
transcendence. 

These "matters of sanctity" are all recited responsively, 
with a call and response interplay between a leader and the 
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